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LWA is the leading organization protecting Winni and its watershed through monitoring, education, stewardship, and utilizing science-guided approaches for lake management.
LWA works to ensure that Winnipesaukee’s scenic beauty, wildlife habitat, water quality, and recreational opportunities continue to provide enjoyment today and in the future.




Weekly Report Card and Cyanobacteria Map

To track advisories and sightings
2021: 14 observations/0 advisories
2022: 6 observations/3 advisories
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In response to the increase in cyanobacteria alerts and to increase public outreach we created…
Different from NHDES beach advisory map b/c…
 Our map tracks all observations and blooms throughout the summer season, while NHDES is only active advisories/alerts.
NHDES should still be used as a primary source for advisory updates
Sign up on their website and LWA’s website for updates
The weekly report card and cyano map can be found on the monitoring page of our website
LWA has expanded our monitoring program to include cyano. 
We have notified all our WQM to be on the lookout and have also received an NHDES grant to do routine monitoring of Paugus Bay
2021: 14 observations/ 0 advisories
2022: 6 observations/ 3 advisories





Who Should You Contact to Report a Bloom?
1. Take a Photo 

2. Record the Location/Day/Time

3. Send Info to LWA and NHDES

NHDES HAB Hotline: (603) 848-8094

NHDES HAB Email: HAB@des.nh.gov

LWA Call/Text: (603) 581-6632

Email: brossiter@winnipesaukee.org
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In general, if you are seeing what you suspect to be cyanobacteria on Lake Winnipesaukee, please contact LWA and NHDES.
If you are a separate water body, such as Lake Kanasatka, you will have a separate contact in addition to NHDES
We created this communication tree/ guidance document to…
Go through the steps to take if you think you see a bloom
How advisories are determined (overview of chart)
Who to contact
These (3) steps are all you would need to do…
The rest of the information is how we work with NHDES to confirm a bloom
Advisories only issued if it is over 70,000
Guidance document will be uploaded to our website by the end of the week


mailto:HAB@des.nh.gov


2017: MBI Watershed Restoration Plan
2020: MB WMP
Shoreline Survey Results (10+)
MBI: 336/556 Parcels 
MB: 717/1012 Parcels
Indicated shoreline conditions for 
those parcels may be detrimental to 
water quality

Local Example: Town of Moultonborough
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We know that nutrients from commercial and residential properties are assisting in feeding these blooms.
Watershed Management Plans have been completed for MBI and MB 
WMPs done to create an action plan to reduce nutrient loading and sedimentation
In addition to the actions and recommendations generated in these WMPs…
Shoreline Surveys were conducted from the water and the parcels are scored based on shoreline disturbance (like vegetated buffer, bare soil and slope.)
A score of 10 or above indicates shoreline conditions that may be detrimental to water quality. 
Moultonborough Bay: 1,012 parcels were evaluated and 717 were rated high-medium impact, meaning that they scored 10 or above. (70%)
MBI: 556 parcels were evaluated and 336 were rated high-medium impact (60%)
VERY high percentage and the town recognized the need to reach out to individual property owners to educate them on ways to be a little more lake friendly. 





Another Local Example: Lake Kanasatka
Increase in bloom occurrence and 
severity in recent years

Watershed Management Plan

Winni Blue & LakeSmart Program

Updated on their website and 
LKWA FB page
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Lake Kanasatka has had an increase in occurrence and severity of blooms in the last 2 years
They worked with LWA and other organizations to create a WMP and participate in the WBLS program
During the development of WMPs we identify and prioritize sources of pollution, but these tend to be on public property such as culverts or drainage ditches. 




Be Winni Blue & LakeSmart

Free, voluntary, non-regulatory 
evaluation to determine how lake-
friendly your property is

Simple, cost-effective 
recommendations

Evaluation sections include:
Driveway and Parking Areas
Structures and Wastewater 
Treatment
Yard and Footpaths
Shoreline and Water Access

Presenter
Presentation Notes

During the development of WMPs we identify and prioritize sources of pollution, but these tend to be on public property such as culverts or drainage ditches. 
Partnered with NH Lakes to work with property owners and educate them on how to be lake friendly. 
2021: 22/33 property visits in Moultonborough, 6 property owners received the award
2022: 19/28 property visits in Moultonborough
2021: 7 site visits on Kanasatka, 6 property owners received the award
2022: 14 site visits on Kanasatka





Be Winni Blue & LakeSmart

Step One: Take the Self-Assessment

Step Two: Receive a PDF with General 
Recommendations of Lake Friendly Practices

Step Three: Request a Site Visit

Step Four: Receive a PDF with Property Specific 
Recommendations

https://www.winnipesaukee.org/take-action/
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1.) Head to the website link at the bottom of this slide and click the Winni Blue Crew to take your self-assessment
2.) After that you’ll receive a personalized PDF with general recommendations
3.) Request a site visit and someone from our team will contact you to schedule a visit
4.) 2-3 weeks receive a full report with property-specific recommendations on how to be lake friendly





Driveway and Parking Areas
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Wash pollutants into nearby lakes, tributaries, wetlands and point sources that drain into Lake Winni
Piles of pine needles showing the direction the runoff is flowing and where erosion occurs
Pervious pavers to stabilize the ground while allowing rain and runoff to flow through the surface



Structures and Septic Systems
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Roof driplines can erode away over time without some sort of protection
Dripline infiltration trench can help runoff soak into the ground
Septic Systems: Pumped/Inspection



Yard, Recreation Areas and Footpaths
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All areas of bare soil are stabilized to minimize sedimentation to the Lake
Flagstones or flat pavers with mulch or stone underneath can minimize erosion and soil compaction




Shoreline and Water Access
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Vegetated buffers to slow down and natural filter runoff and keep shoreline intact
Balmoral: Undercutting of shoreline (wind/wave action)
Perched Beach: located entirely out of the water, prevents sand from washing away
Stone/Stairs for water access and vegetated buffer




Contact Information

Bree Rossiter
Conservation Program Manager

Lake Winnipesaukee Association

brossiter@winnipesaukee.org
(603) 581-6632

mailto:brossiter@winnipesaukee.org


Cyanobacteria Guidance Document
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LWA is a 
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